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repeat one fact which ought never to be lost sight
of, and it is this : the available revenue of the
Indian Empire for 1869-70, irrespective of im-
perative charges, such as interest, pensions, etc., is
stated by the Financial Secretary to be ^29,505,515.
Our net army charges in England and in India
amounted last year (1869-70) to ^15,248,016, being
nearly 52 per cent of our net available revenue.
If large reductions in the Native army are im-
posed upon us as necessary and desirable, we are
bound to consider which branch of the service can
be weakened with the least possible risk. . . . The
task of suggesting reductions in army expenditure
is hateful, invidious, and difficult The task of re-
sisting them is easy. When last year we embarked
on an extensive course of financial reform, I fully
anticipated the formidable opposition we should en-
counter. Nothing, therefore, but an imperative sense
of duty woxild have induced us to enter upon that
course/

But ' though the financial necessities of the hour
have brought more prominently to our notice the
enormous cost of our army, as compared with the
available revenue of the country, I cannot regard the
fiscal difficulty as the main reason for the course we
have taken. I consider that if our condition was
financially most prosperous, we should not be justi-
fied in spending one shilling more upon our army
than can be shown to be absolutely and impera-
tively necessary. There are considerations of a far
higher nature involved in this matter than the